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Highly advantageous to both Kingdoms: 
AND ALSO 


That the Reaſons hitherto offer'd for ſhutting up 
thoſe Ports are falſe and deluſive, inconſiſtent Witt 


National Prudence or Policy, being all founded in 
Error and Miſtake. 


In a LETTER to the Worſhipful the 
MAYOR and CHAMBER of —- © 


The CITY of EXETER 


EZ a truly 7 mparti al Hand. 


— 


E X O N. : 


Printed by AnvDzzw Brice, in North 
gate-ſlreet; 
and fold by AARON TO Z RR. 1753. 


L. Price Sx. pence. 


$ * 


1 
ET 
To the Worſhipful the 


MAxok and CHAMBER 
OF THE 


City of EXETER. 


1 


GENTLEMEN, 


ference and Reſpect I ad- 
2 dreſs you in this Publicł 

Manner. The IMPO KR- 

3 TANCE OF THE SUB- 
JECT ſhall be my only Apology. And 
as you have the Honour to be in the 
A 2 Ma- 


WM 44 
Magiſtracy and Government of the 
City, you muſt give me Leave to look 
on you, not only as Conſervators of 
the Publick Peace and Quiet, but alſo 
that you are oblig d, by Virtue of 
your Character and Office, frequently 
to examine into the State and Condition 


of the City, and to do cvery Thing, 


* 


Paeily, that may contribute to the Ho- 
' NOUR, REPUTATION, and TRADE 
thereof. 


Ir has been a Matter of ſome Doubt 
with me, whether the City of Exeter 
is in a declining State or not; or whe- 
ther, 'at any former Period uf Time, 
the Trade thereof has been more Con- 
ſiderable than at this preſent Juncture. 
But, as I am not a Native of the City, 
I look'd upon myſelf not ſo capable of 
determining with any Degree of Cer- 
tainty on this Important Point; and 
therefore, for my own private Amuſe- 


ment, I apply'd to ſundry judicious 
Perſons, 


both in your Corporate and Private Co | 
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perſons, who were well acquainted 
witch the City and its Trade for thirty 
or forty Years paſt : And I found thoſe 
Gentlemen all concur and agree in O- 
pinion, That our City had been gradu- 
ally declining for the Space of thirty 
Years; and confirm'd their reſpective 
Opinions by alledging, © that the Num- 
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ber of our Inhabitants were leflen'd 
a great many Thouſands of what 


* they were at that Time, and allo 
that there never were ſuch a great 


Number of Houſes unoccupied as 


© now; and further, that the Rents 


of Houſes in every Part of the Town 
(the little Spot without Southgate 
only excepted) were ſunk full one 
Third, and in many Parts of the 
Town one Half, to the very great 


Loſs of the reſpective Owners and 
Proprietors.” 


I muſt confeſs theſe Reaſons ſtag- 


ger d me a good deal: For the Fall of 


Rents and Le Hening the Number of In- 


habitants 


[6] 
habitants are clear and indubitable 
Marks of a declining State and Con- 


dition, | 


This, then, Mr. MayoR, being ad- 
mitted to be the Caſe, ----- with great 


Submiſſion I beg Leave to ſuggeſt ; 


That it would be perfectly agreeable 
with your preſent Station and Charac- 
ter for you, and your Brother Alder- 
men, to fit down, and carefully exa- 
mine into the STATE and Cox DITION 
of this our City; its FOREIGN and 
DomESTICK TRADE; and to ſee 
if nothing can be done for our Bene fit 
and Relief. 


And here it would not be impro- 
per to call in to your Aſſiſtance ſuch 
other Perſons as you may judge the 
moſt proper and capable, As the 
CHAMBER have a great Number of 
Houſes in the City, and likewiſe a 
great many more 1n their private Ca- 
pacity, it, in a peculiar and extraordina- 


oy 


2 
ry Manner, becomes their INTEREST to 
enter heartily into any new Schemes, 
or Methods, whereby our. loft Inhabi- 
tants may be regain'd, and our Houſes 
rais'd to their former Rentals. 


Bur this GRAND and IMPORTANT 
POINT can never be obtain'd by any 
other Method than by TRADE. It 
is THAT which muſt bring back our 
loſt Inhabitants, and THAT ALONE 
maſt Keep and maintain them when 
they are here. 


I have a very good Opinion of our 
preſent Set of Merchants, I know them 
to be Men of Ability, Capacity, and 
Induſtry; and am perſuaded they will 


do every thing that can reaſonably be 


expected from them, in order to ren- 
der our FOREIGN TRADE more con- 
ſiderable and extenſive. But alas! in 
old beaten Tracks all Advances and 
Additions muſt be gradually obtained: 
In our preſent Situation we want ſome- 


thing 


£8] 
thing that would operate inſtantly, 
in a Week, or a Month Something 
that in an ere Manner would 
be conſpicuous and apparent: Some- 
thing whereby at unce our Houſcs may 
be filled with Inhabitants, our Streets 
crowded with People, our Harbour 4 
fill'd with Ships and good hardy Sai- 1 


lors. 1 
F 


And now, Mr. MayoR, and you 
Gentlemen of the CHAMBER, let us 
look around : ---- Let us engage our | 
utmoſt Attention, and fee if nothing 14 

* of this Kind is within our Reach, 
whereby thoſe PkKOSPEROUS aud 


„ — — a 


| BLESSED EFFECTS may be eaſtly and J 
| | ſpeedily obtained. 3 
| | 4 
il I was lately amuſing myſelf in the : 


— 


Peruſal of ſome Acts of Parliament 
that paſs d the laſt Seſſions; and, a- 
mongſt others, I found an Act, enti- 
tled, A Bill for opening the Port of 


Yarmouth, and for encouraging a Free 
and 


[9.1]. 


and Open Trade between the Kingdom 

of Ireland and that Fort, in the ſame 
Manner, ſubjeS& to the ſame Laws and 
Reſtrictions, as the Fort of Briltol, and 
the other Ports on the North Channel. 
I muſt confeſs, I greedily caught at 
this Act, and read it again and again 
with great Pleaſure and Attention. It 
gave me a good deal of Satisfaction to 
reflect and conſider that I had lived 
long enough to ſee TRUTH and 
REASON at laſt prevail over old, 


blind, and ridiculous Pꝛejudices, 


founded in E1202 and Miſtake, 
And when I further conſider d that e- 
very Ship from Ireland ro Yarmenth 
muſt neceſſarily paſs within a few 
Leagues of Bologne, Diepe, and Calais, 
it was natural for me to conclude, that 
no ſenſible honeſt Man could ever, 
henceforward, raiſe a ſingle Objection 
againſt opening ALL THE PORTS on 
- the Southern Shore ; the Shutting up 
of which for this 20 or 30 Years paſt 
has been contrary to all the Rules of 

B National 
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National Prudence and Policy ; has 
been of unſpeakable Loſs and Detri- 
ment, both ro the Kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland ; and has greatly con- 
tributed to keep up, and maintain, a 
Diſpoſition in the Iriſh to ſmuggle 
their Wool to France. 


The common and general Reaſon 
given for ſhutting up the Ports on the 
Soutbern Coaſt has been always foun- 
ded on a Suppoſition, That vaſt Quan- 
tities of Wool were conftantly ſmmggled 
from England and Ireland to France; 


and that ſhould the Iriſh be permitted to 


import their Wool in the Southern Ports, 
it may probably open a Way to a much 
greater Degree of Smuggling, by reaſon 
of their Vicinity to the French Coaſt. 
But this Reaſon never had any real or 


Juſt Foundation. It's all Error and Mi- 


flake. If the Collectors at the ſeveral 
Ports in Ireland be only directed to 
take GOOD SECURITY on ſhipping 
the Wool, and careful to have the 

PROPER 


I 
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PROPER RETURNS made within the 


Time limited by the preſent Law, 


there can be no Smuggling this Way. 
— *Tis impoſſible quite. 


I am ſenſible tis alſo a common No- 
tion, that a great deal of Wool now is, 
and has been for Twenty-five Tears paſt, 
conſtantly ſmugglcd from England to 
France. Many Books and Pamphlets 
have been wrote to ſhew -the pernict- 
ous Tendency of this Trade ; and ma- 
ny nonſenſical Schemes have been of- 
ferd, and laid before the Publick, in 
order to prevent it,---- I myſelf very 
well remember, that about Fifteen or 
Twenty Years ſince the Merchants and 
Manufacturers in our great Trading 
Towns, ſuch as Excter, Tiverton, Taun- 
ton, &c. &c. &c, almoſt every Seſſion 
were wont to trouble the Parliament 
with Petitions, ſetting forth © the great 
* Decay of the Woollen Trade, and 
* that this Declenſion was entirely -w- 
iog to the ſmuggling of Wool from 

B 2 England 


E 

© England or Ireland. But, I think, 
for theſe Seven or Eight Years paſt 
they have grown aſham'd of it. That 
the Petitioners were right in ſaying 

their Trade was in a fu or decli- 
ning Ii ay Iwill not diſpute : Put that 
this Decay was owing the to ſuggliug 
I; vol, either from England or Ireland, 
15 what I abloſutely deny; and defy 
all the Men upon Earth to prove it. 
No; the Decay of their Trade was 
owing to Cauſes of a very different 
Nature. 


To begin, firſt, with ENGLAND. 
And notwithſtanding all the Noiſe and 
Clamour that have been made, Books 
and Phamphlets wrote, about ſmug- 
gling Wool from England to France, it 
is all fooliſb and ridiculous ; for that 
no ſuch Thing has exiſted 4 all, du- 
ring this long Tract of Time. We 
hear every Day of Tea, Brandy, Silk, 
Linnen, Oc. Oc. ſeized by the Ofhi- 


ccrs in almoſt all Parts of the Kingdom. 
SIO 
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ſons beſides, 


[Iz J 


To ſmuggle a Cargoe of Wool re- 
quires ten times the Men, and ten 
times the Horſes, it does to ſmuggle a 
Cargoe of Tea. One Horſe may car- 
ry off Tea to the Value of a hundred 
Pounds, It requires a Dozen Horſes 
and Men in Proportion to ſumggle a 
hundred Pounds worth of Wool. No 
Commodity is more bulky than Wool. 
Is it poſlible it ſhould always elcape, 
and that none ſhould ever happen to 
fall into the Hands of the Officers, 
when Tea, Linnen, and Silk, Com- 
modities abundantly leſs bulky, are 
taken daily? The Reaſon is obvious 
and plain: None at all is ſmuggled, or 
has been for theſe twenty or thirty 
Years paſt.— If any Wool is ſmuggled 
from England, it muſt be from the 
Counties of Kent and Suſſex. Thoſe 
Counties in many Reſpects are more 
convenient for that Buſineſs than any 
other, becauſe of their Vicinity to the 
French Coaſt, and many other Rea- 
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Was a Man to travel in thoſe Coun- 
ties, and ask five hundred Gentlemen, 
Merchants, Wool-Growers, or Cu- 


ſtom-houſe-Officers, he would find all 
thoſe People, tho' of different Profeſ- 
fions, to concur and agree in Opinion, 


that uo Wool is ſ muggled from thence. 


I don't write this from common Ru- 


mour or Report, but from my own per- 
ſonal Knowledge and Experience. The 


Wiſdom of our Legiſlature has thought 


proper to enact ſome Laws peculiar to 
thoſe two Counties, and different from 


the reſt of the Kingdom. But in all 


Parts of the Kingdom the Laws are ſo 
ſevere as are ſufficient to deter any Man 
in his right Senſes! (eſpecially if he has 
fifty Pounds to loſe) from ever med- 
dling in it. When I ſay no Wool 


has been ſmuggled from England for 
theſe twentyrſive Years paſt, I would 
not be underſtood in an abſolute and 
lane Senſe, that not a ſingle Bag d 

been 
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been ſmuggled in all that Time. 
What I mean is that 10 Quantity, 
| whereby the National Trade may be 
fetied, I don't believe forty Bags a 
Tear have been ſmuggled from the 
whole Kingdow, which is a meer Trifle. 


I have now done with England; and 
think I have ſufficiently proved (at leaſt 
as far as the Nature and peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances of the Thing will admit) 
that no Wool has been E — 
England for theſe twenty-five Years 
päaſt; and conſequently all that has 
been ſaid, or wrote, about it ſince that 


Time, is no more nor leſs than a ri- 
diculous Chimera. | 


ö I now come to IRELAND. 
And here I would, firſt, premiſe that 
not a thouſandth Part of the Wool, I 
mean raw and unmannfactured W of, 
| has ever been ſmuggled from Ireland, 
| 10 the People of England have general: 


4 | * * The n Raw 
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Wool from Ireland now is, and ever 
has been, an exceeding unpopular Thing. 
Was it known publickly that a Mer- 
chant in Dublin, Cork, or Waterford, 


was concerned in ſmuggling Wool, nei 


ther his Perſon nor Property would 
ever be ſecure a ſingle Day afterwards : 
The Mob of Combers would demoliſh 
his Houſe, Mc. Oc. The Number 
of Combers in Ireland are ſurprizingly 
great. I have ſeen a Liſt of thoſe em- 
ploy d in Cork and Five Miles round it. 
J was aſtoniſh'd at the Number, and 
forbear to mention it here, fearing I 
may be ſuſpected to exceed the real 
Truth. The Smuggling of Wool is 
cutting the Throats, and ſtarving the 
Families, of all this vaſt 2 
Body of Combers. It's true; when 
the Woot is converted into Vorſted, 
the Combers are leſs ſollicitous about 
it. They have then got all they can 
out of it: And thoſe People can't be 
preſum'd to reaſon in any other Way 
than as their own particular Intereſt is 
affected by it. [ 
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I have already mentioned the gene- 


ral Practice of our Trading Towns a- 
” bout fifteen Years paſt of troubling 


the Parliament almoſt every Seflion a+ 


bout ſuuggling Wool; and the popular 
Noiſe and Clamour about it ran fo 
high, that it became neceſſary that 
ſomething ſhould be done to quiet the 


Minds of the People: And according- 


* ly eight new Sloops were built on Pur- 


poſe, and intended to be ſtationed on 
the Engliſh and Iriſh Coaſt, merely 


to prevent the Smuppling Wool. But 
when thoſe Ships were all finiſhed, 


1 


* 
ö 


; 


and fit to put to Sea, the Honourable 
the Board of Cuſtoms were conſulted 


about their Deſtination. And (if my 
Information is right) they adviſed, that 


all the eight Ships may be ſtationed on 
the Iriſþ Coaſt, alledging, they ap- 
prchended no Wool was {muggled 


from England, or a meer Trifle; that 


It was only a miſtaken Notion People 
had got in Ice Heads, without any 
C Foun- 
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Foundation in Truth or Reality. 
In conſequence of this Advice, they 
were all ordered to Ireland, and had 
the Officers and Crews of the reſpec- 


tivè Ships been going to cruize on the 


Coaſt of Mexico or Peru, they could 
not have gone. out in higher Spirits. 


The common Rumours and Reports in 


England had made them belicye that 


many Scores or rather Hundreds of 
Ships were paſling conſtantly from Ire- 


land to France, loaded with Wool, 


Worſted, and Yarn. This Notion ſo 


generally prevailed, that great and ve- 


ry extraordinary Intereſt was made to 


be Commanders 8 Officers in this Ex- 
pedition ; which 'twas thought would 
turn out 4 moſt lucrative and advanta- 


geons One; and the Command of thoſe 


Ships were. given to Perſons of counſi- 


derable Rank and Families. 


But thoſe golden Proſpe&s did not 
laſt Jong. No ſooner were they come 
to Ireland, and the Commanders and 


Officers 
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Officers had converſed with ſome Iriſh 
Merchants, and other intelligent Per- 
ſons, they preſently found to their ter- 
rible Morti ſicution, that the Noiſe, Cla- 
mour, and common Opinion in England, 
touching this Affair, was all falſe and 
dleluſive. They were told that there 
—— really was Wool and Worſted ſome- 
times ſmuggled from Ireland to France; 
but that it was ſo ſeldom, that they 


may very probably cruize ſix Months 


without meeting a ſingle Prize. How- 
ever, our brave Tarrs were reſolved to 
try what could be done; and a Crui- 


Zing they go. The rocky Coaſt and 


tempeſtuous Sea (as the Iriſh is well 
:known to be) did not at al! diſcourage 
them. They cruiz'd here,--- there,. 
and every where, - all round the King- 
dom, — Month after Month,— Time 


after Time ; but no Prize at all ap- 
pear d. And thoſe Cruizes were many 


Times repeated; but all to no Pur- 
poſe. And I could never learn, after 


ſtrict Enquiry, that either of thoſe 
92 eight 
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eight Ships ever took a ſingle Frixe du- 
ring the very long Time they were ſta- 7 


tion'd on the Iriſh Coaſt. 3 


What was now to be done ? The | 
Commanders and Officers on board 
thoſe Ships were, as before hinted, 
Gentlemen of Rank. lt could hardly 
be expected they could live on the 
{wall Monthly Wages allow'd them by 
the Crown. As to Prizes, both the 
Officers and the Crews quite deſpair d 
of getting any thing that Way. Where- 
upon the Commanders and Officets 
thought proper to get a Penny by an- 
other Method; and haul d up their 
Ships in the 1riſþ Harbours, unrigged 
them, diſcharged a great Number of 
their reſpective Crews, and ſo remai- 
ned a long time quite in a State of 
Indolence and Inactivity. The Com- 
manders and Officers of thoſe Veſſels 
knew very well that Wool and Wor- 
ſted were Commodities of a real and 


intrinſic Value; Articles that would J 
ſel] 
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ſell at any Time or Place for ready 
Caſh on the Nail. Now, can it enter 
into the Head of any mortal Man to 
conceive, that the Commanders and 
Officers of thoſe fine-failing Veſſels 
would have remained (I think it was 
Three Tears) in the Iriſb Harbours, in 
ſuch a State of Inactivity, if any Prizes 
could have been taken? It's hardly to 
bee preſum'd. 


Thoſe Ships remaining ſo long in 
this inactive Condition could not fail of 
raiſing a freſh Noiſe and Clamour all 
over the Kingdom of England. And a 


Number of Certificates, Affidavits, and 


Repreſentations, were ſent up to pro- 
per Perſons in London, all tending to 
prove, that thoſe Ships had lain in the 
Iribþ Harbours a Twelvemonth at a 
Time, without being once ar Sea, and 
conſequently could not poſſibly per- 
form the important Buſineſs they were 
ſent out for. — Amongſt a Variety 
of other Repreſentations, the Writer 

5 hereof 


a 4 1 
hereof ſent up one, prepared with a 
good deal of Pains ; though now he 
confeſſes, he did not then under ſtand 
the Caſe fully. 


Hereupon the Government plainly 
ſaw that thoſe Ships never had been, 
never would nor could be, of any real 
Service; and fo call'd them all -Home: 
And, to latisfy the Clamour and Noiſe 
of the People, a ſort of a Tryal was ſet 
up, and Enquiry made into the Con- 
duct of the Commanders of-thole Vel- 
ſels. Some of them were repriman- 


ded and cenſured; and ſo this Matter 
ended. 


The Expence of thofe Veſſels a- 
mounted to about forty- ſeven thouſand 
Pounds a Year (if my Information is 


right), beſides the vaſt Expence in 


Building and Fitting them out: All 


which Money was ſunk and loſt to our 
poor Nation, without its being Six- 
pence the better for it. 
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would not be underſtood here to 
inſinuate, that no raw Wool or Mor ſted 
is at all ſmuggled from Ireland: I am 
perſuaded and well adviſed to the con- 
.trary. From the North Part of qre- 
land ſome raw Wool certainly goes to 
France; and from ſome of the Ports in 
Ireland Morſted is frequently ſent to 
France, in falſe Package, and of which 
I have had ſome recent Proofs. — But 
what I mean is, that it all goes in 
ſmalltrifling Quantities, nothing where- 
by the National Trade can be affected: 
And whenever the Wiſdom of our Le- 
giſlature ſhall think proper to make 
Laws for Ireland, of a more coercive 
Nature, probably this little Smuggling 
which yet remains may be entirely an- 
nihilated as in England, But of this 
our Superiors are the only proper 
Judges. V 


I am very ſenſible, that if this lictle 
Tract falls into the Hands of five. hun- 
43 | ared 
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dred People, four hundred and fifty of 
them will load the Author with Cenſure 
and Reproac h. But. this is no new 
Thing. It's what every Man muſt ex- 
pect who will defend Truth, or that 
has Honeſty and Courage ſufficient to 
oppole the commonly received Opinions, 
of what Kind or Nature ſoever.— I 
expect to be told, that there are many 
Thouſands of People in this Kingdom 
who have now in their Hands a Num- 
ber of Books and Pamphlets, that give 


an Account of this Matter as oppoſite 


to my little Narrative as Light is to 
Darkneſs; which Thing I will allow 
to be true. 


I believe I may venture to ſay, 1 


have perus d moſt, if not all, the Books 
that have been wrote on this Subject 
for theſe Fifteen Years paſt. The far 
greater Part were wrote and publiſh'd 
a few Years preceding the Reſignation 


A the late Sir Robert Walpole. Some 
broken Clathiere, and idle Fourneywen 
4 Comber 95 
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= Combers, who would not mind their 
Z own Buſine(s, Men of the loweſt Sta- 
tion and Rank, without Talents or A- 
bilities, form'd themſelves into little 
Club at London; and took it in their 
Pics to turn Schemers; and from 
this drunken Society ſprang a great ma- 
ny Schemes to prevent Smuggling of 
Wool; the moſt ridiculous ard nonſen- 
ical that ever the World ſaw | Theſe 
People found Means to prevail on ſome 
ny Perſons to lay their Schemes 
before the then Miniſtry, or at leaſt 
ſome Principal Perſons in the Admini- 
ſtration; who had too much Senſe to 
pay any Regard to em. Whereupon 

a bose e Gentry were highly diſguſted, and 

E made it their Buſineſs to run up and 
= down exclaiming againſt the Miniſtry, 


every where repreſenting that ONE 
* HALF the Wool grown in England 
and Ireland was ſmuggled to France, 
KX that the OTHER HALF would ſoon 
go the ſame Way; and alſo that the 
Z Kingdom muſt be ruin'd and undone 
| D in 
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a few Years, unleſs their Schemes were 3 
atrended to, and carried into Execu- 
tion, — This Drunken Club were at 
laſt bribed in an Ale-houſe Kitchen 
Chimney-Corner, by a good Stock of 
Strong Beer, Pipes, and Tobacco, and 
ſometimes five or ten Shillings dry Mo- 
ney in their Pockets: And from this 
Place, and in this Condition, was ta- 
ken from their own Mouths the moſt 
monſirous Abſurdities and ridiculous 
Falſboods that were ever laid before 

the Publick . Thoſe Facts, thus col- 
ledted, were put into very able Hands, 
probably ſome of the beſt Penmen in 
England, who put the Facts into pro- 
per Form and Order, and then rea- 
ſoned upon them with great Judg-, 
ment, Clearneſs, and Perſpicuity. But 
the FACTS and FOUNDATION on 
which their admirable Reaſoning was 
built were all notorious Falſhoods, and 
monſtrous Abſurdities, 


/ 


In ſome of thoſe Pamphlets they afl. 
fim 


E 23 


4 firm, with the utmoſt Confidence, that 
our hundred thouſand Packs of Wool 


7 | ; are annually ſmuggled from England 
it and Ireland; which, by the Way, is 
„ more than one Half of the Wool grown 


in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
d * Ireland. 


Amongſt a great Number of other 
Books, at laſt out comes a notable 
f Performance, pretended to be wrote 
by a DRAPER in London. This Book 

had a ſurpriſing Run all over the King- 


K dom; near ten Thouſand were actu- 
7 ally publiſh'd and diſpers'd. I took a 
g good deal of Pains to get one of em; 


but could not ſucceed till it had paſs'd 
tlßjhe third Edition.--- The Writer was 
certainly a Man of the firſt Rank for 
> Abilities.— He Iabour d the Point bear- 
tih, and deſerved to be well paid by 
thoſe, whoever, that ſet him at Work. 
: He aftirms moſt ſolemnly that more than 

> frve bundred thouſand Packs were an- 
> nually ſmuggled from England and Ire- 
2 D 2 land 
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land to France. But, like all the other 
Tracts written on this Subject, he does 
not pretend to offer the leaſt Shadow 
of PROOF, and nothing more than 
his own Ipſe dixit. He mentions 10 
one Inſtance, OW. -W HERE, WHEN, 
---or BY WHOM, this amazing Quan- 
tity of Wool ſhould be ſmuggled. But, 
taking this for granted, he then gocs 
on to make many wild and romantick 
Calculations; and then pretends to de- 
monſtrate that the Kingdom of Eng- 
land had loſt by it, within the Space 
of a few Years, not a Penny leſs than 
forty-1wo Millions, good, hard, dry, Ste- 
ling Mone). — But in every Page this 
famous Writer takes proper care to in- 
ſinuate, that this Smuggling was not 
carried on thro' Indolence, Negligence, * 
or Ignorance, of the then Adminiſtra- «3 
tion; but that they ſecretly connived 
at it, with a View to bring ſpeedy 
Ruin & Deſtruction on the Kingdom, 
and to make us all Slaves and Tributa- 
ries to France, Yet in the Cloſe of 

| this 


[ 29 ] 

this notable Tract, the Writer begins 
to abate a good deal of his Reſentment 
againſt W ool -Smitggling, and ſeems 
moſt ſollicitous how, and by what 
Means, his Book may find a general 
and univerſal Spread. He tells his 
Readers, that whoever would buy 4 
Doren to give away ſhould have them 
at half Price; and alſo that he himſelf 
had engaged to diſtribute a Thouſand 
in the Country at his own private Ex- 
pence. | 


A Ship of Fifty Ton will carry a- 
bout Sixty Packs of Wool. Now, ad- 
mitting the Quantity of Wool ſmng- 
gled yearly to be Five hundred thon- 
ſand Packs, as this Author ſolemnly af- 
firms, it would amonnt to more than 


Eight thouſand Cargors of ſixty Packs 


each. 


The bare Recital of this is ſufficient 
to ſhew the Abſurdity.--- Can it be 
ſuppoſed that upwards of Eight thou- 
| | ſand 


[30] 


ſand Cargoes ſhould be ſmuggled in one 

| Year, and not one of them fall into 
the Hands of the Officers? However, 
notwithſtanding the monſtrous Incre- 
dibility of thoſe Facts, they were gree- 
dily ſwallow 'd down, aud believed by 
thouſands, and ten thouſands, of Pco- 
ple, in this Kingdom. 


But the plain naked Truth of the 
Matter 1s, T hat all the Books, Pam- 
phlets, Tracts, Oc. that were wrote 
on this Subject for a great many Years 
preceding the Reſignation of the late 
Sir Robert Walpole, were wrote, prin- 
ted, publiſh'd, and induſtriouſiy ſpread, 
with no other View, or Deſign, but 
ro increaſe the popular Clamour & Re- 
ſentment againſt the then Adminiſtrati- 
on: And the Writers themſelves very 'Y 
well knew that the Fas they related 
were the moſt notorious Falſhoods, and 
monſtrous Abſurdities, that were ever 


laid before the Publick. 
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I was aſſured of this by ſome Per- 
ſons of conſiderable Rank at the Time 
thoſe Pamphlets appear'd, and ſuch 
Proofs were given me of it as were 
demonſtrative & concluſive : For ſince 
the Reſignation of the late Sir Robert 
Walpole ſcarce a ſingle Tract has been 


wrote about it. 


I am very ſenſible the little Narra- 
tive I now lay before the Publick is in 
direct Contradiction to all the Books 
that were wrote on this Subject for Six 
or Eight Years ſucceſſively ; wherefore 
I thought it incumbent upon me to 
mention, how and by what Means thoſe 
Books crept into the World, and with 
what particular Views and Deſigns they 
were ſo induſtriouſly diſperſed. And 
here I do profeſs, with the utmoſt 
Truth and Solemnity, that in the Re- 
cital of this Affair I have not the leaſt 
Deſign, or Intention, to throw any O- 
dium or Reproach on thoſe Gentlemen 

1 who 
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who had the Lead, or principal Di- 
rection, of the then Oppoſition: For 
in this Tranſaction there is nothing at 
all new, ſtrange, or wonderful. It's 
no more nor leſs than what al/ Parties 
ever have done, and ever will conti- 
nue to do, by each other; — or at leaſt 
till ſuch Times as Men ſhall arrive to a 
Degree of Underſtanding ſuperior to 
that of being Dupes and Aſſes to the 
Leaders of their reſpectia e Parties. 


But alas! this is a State of Things {| 
never to be expected; for, confidering | 
the preſent Temper and Conſtitution 
of Mankind, it can hardly be preſu- 
med that they ſhould be 3 by 
Reaſon, Integrity, and good Senſe, No, lo 
ceftainly : --- Tis Edncation and Party, E 

"tis Faſſion, Prejudice, and a certain 
Stubbornneſs of Mind, that fixes the 
Judgment, and ftamps the Opinions of 


Men. 


And now, Mr. MAYOR f and you 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the CHAMBER, I have 
done with the Buſineſs of Smug⸗ 
gling, & come to the CHIEF THING 
intended by this Tract, which is to 
ſhew the great Loſs and Detriment ſu- 
ſtained by the Kingdoms of England 
& Ireland, by ſhutting up the PORTS 
on the Southern Coaſt, and alſo the vaſt 


Advantage that would unavoidably. ac- 
crue to both Nations by their being 
opened. 


I am ſenſible every ſmall Port.on 


the Coaſt would receive more or leſs 


> Benefit by it.— But as the City of Ex- 


ter is the GRAND METROPOLIS (as 


one might ſtyle it) and EMPORIUM 
of the WEST, and the Bulk of the 
*X Triſb Trade muſt, and would, center 


there, ſo I ſhall confine myſelf alone to 


| 4 the Conſideration how, and in what 
Manner, this our City would be affec- 
* ted by it. 


E I am 
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am confident that all our Woollen 
MamfaGturers in this Part of the King- 
dom will moſt readily concur in Opi- 
nion with me, that for many Years 
paſt they have laboured under great 
and unſpeakable Difficulties, on Ac- 
count of the Dearneſs of Wool in the 
Weſt of England; the Price having 
been greatly beyond the common Run 
of Trade. There is a certain Rule 
and Proportion between the. Price of 
raw Wool, and when it is compleatly 
manufactured into Goods: And the 
Price of our Wool has for many Years 
greatly exceeded this Proportion : And 
this has been entirely owing to a Want 
of a proper and regular Supply 3 as all 
Commodities will bear a Price in Pro- 
portion to the Plenty or Scarcity of it, 
and the Difficiilty that en the co- 
ming at ty 


Should a Merchant of Exeter _ 
| or 
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for a Cargo l Wool from Ireland, 
he muſt import it at Minehead, as be- 
ing the zeareſt Port where there is a 
conſtant and regular Succeſſion of Ships 


from that Kingdom. 


The Charges in landing it at Minehead 
are extravagantly bigh. Their Whar- 
fage, Town Duty, Cartage, Porterage, 
Cellarage, Oc. c. Ofc. are, I be- 
lieve, full as dear as in the Port of Lon- 
don, if not dearer. Beſides, an Agent 
muſt be there employ d to open the 
large Sea Bags, to weigh and repack 
it in ſmall Packs for Horſe Carriage; 
which is attended with a deal of Ex- 
pence. But the grand Inconveninece of 


all is (till behind, which is the bring- 


ing it near Fifty Miles on Horſeback ; 
and in the Winter Seaſon it generally 


comes in a very wet and dirty Condi 
tion, whereby the Wool is greatly da- 
maged. And many Times it's difficult 
to get Horſes to bring it at all. Theſe 

* In- 
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Inconveniencies, Delays, & prodigious 
Expences, are ſufficient to deter any 
Merchant from attempting to bring 
any friſþ Wool to Exeter; the Want 
of which has been of unſpeakable Diſ- 
advantage not only to the City of 
Exeter, but to all the Country round, 
2s the Woollen Buſineſs is well known 
to be the main and only 3 of all 
the Weſt of England. 


The landing a Sea Bag of Wool, 
weighing about ten hundred Weight, 
and bringing it from Minehead to Ex- 
eter, will coſt twenty-five Shillings ; 
beſides the Delays and lpconvenicncies ; 
attending it. Now, if this Bag of 
Wool were landed at Exeter Kay, the 
whole Charge of conveying it from 
the Ship to the Merchant's Loft would 
not coſt Three Shillings, Paſſing the 
Works, Town Duty, ard all petty 
Charges included: So that on a ſingle 
Sea Bag TT -two Shillings clean 
Money 


L973 


Money would be ſaved ; which in the 
Courſe of a Year to a Merchant that 
deals largely would amount to a great 
Saving, beſides the vaſt Conveniency 
of having his Wool brought to his 
Loft clean and dry, and in a Condi- 


tion fit for immediate Sale. 


I ſhall probably be told here, that 
the Freight and Inſurance from Ireland 
round Land, and to the Port of Exon, 
would be conſiderably more than from 
Ireland to Minehead, and conſequently 
the Saving not ſo much as I have re- 
preſented. I will acknowledge, at firſt, 
the Freight might be a ſmall Matter 
more: but when a conſtant and regular 
Succeſſion of Ships comes to be eſtab- 
liſhed on this Trade --- (as would be 
the Caſe before the Port had been 
opened Six Months), --- I am then 
confident the Freight would not be a 
Farthing more than is nom paid from 
lreland to Minehead, and as to the 


Inſu- 
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Inſurance; it would never exceed Half 
per Cent. more ; which is but a Trifle, 
as 1t amounts to but Five Pounds on 


a Cargo of a Thouſand Pounds Value, 


With regard to Worſted, Yarn, 
Tallow, and other Articles, the Sa- 
ving and Conveniency to the Impor- 


ter would be exactly the fame as in 
the Article of Wool. 


What an incredible Number of 
Hands are very uſefully employed at 
Cheſter in Tanning Ir5ſþ Hides They 
are brought from Ireland raw in the 
Hair, and there tann d and re- expor- 
ted to Spain, Portugal, Iialy, &c. &c. 


and a great Number of Ships are there 


employ'd in this Buſineſs alone. 


I have often known the Tanners in 
Exeter, and other Towns adjacent, to 


have raw Hides from Ireland impor- 


ted at Bideford, and brought here on 


Horſe- 
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Horſeback ; which muſt be attended 
with a monſtrous Expence. Was our 
Port open d, we ſhould have Ships con- 
ſtantly paſſing to and fro, and immenſe 
Quantities of Hides would moſt cer- 
tainly be imported. And here tis wor- 
thy our particular Conſideration, that 
eight Parts in ten of thoſe Hides 
would be re- exported; which would 
greatly increaſe our Navigation, and 
be of unſpeakable Benefit to all onr 
Ships dig to Spain, Portugal, and 
Italy. 


And here, Mr. MAYOR, and you 
Gentlemen of the CHAMBER, pleaſe 
to take Notice, all thoſe Hides would 
pay Paſſing the Works, and Town 
Duty, wika firſt imported from Ire- 
land; and thoſe very ſame Hides, 
when they came to be re-exported, 
would pay for Paſſing Works a ſecond 
Time Five Stüllings in every hundred 
1 . Which will be a ſurptizing 
Addition 
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Addition to that Part of your Re- 
venue. 


The Iri 2 Wool imported ſome 
Years by the Merchants of - Tiverton 


amounts to a very great Quantity. 


Was our Port to be opened, I take it 


for granted they would ſoon find it 
abundantly more convenient to have 
all their Wool landed at Topſham, or 
Exeter, than at Minehead.--- It's im- 
poſlible for a Man to calculate exact- 


ly the Addition the Iriſþ Trade alone 
would be to the Revenue of the 
CHAMBER; but, from the neareſt 
Calculation I can make, I am inclined 


to believe it could not be leſs than 
four or five hundred Pounds per An- 
num. Beſides, was our Port to be 
open d, the preſent Number of our 
Ships wonld be greatly inſufficient. 
"New Ships would be built, and more 
would be bought inſtantly. Many Ship- 
maſters, with their Families and Ef- 


fects, 


\ 


feats, would come from other Ports, 
and ſettle here, in hopes of finding 
Employment; and Sailors would flock 
hither daily. © 2, Wes 


What makes me the more ſolliei- 
tous about this Affair is. the Conſidera- 
tion that the Advantages and Benefits 
arifing from it, to all this Part of the 
Kingdom, is not to be expected, at 
ſome diſtant or remote Period of Time. 
No; certainly, within the Space 
of a ſingle Tear we ſhould with Plea- 
ſure ſee our loſt Inhabitants brought 
back, our empty Houſes repair'd, re- 
built, and occupied]; our Streets/crou- 


ded with People; our Harbour filled 


with Ships, and brave Sailors. 


Another great Advantage would a- 
riſe from our having a conſtant and 
large Supply of Worfted and Tarn. 
This would preſently give Birth to 
many new Manufactories, and be of 
WIT,  R unſpeakable 
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unſp eakable Benefit to thoſe already 
chabliſhed. In ſhort ; it would ren- 
der both the Foreign * Domeſtick 
Trade of this City and Country vaſt- 
ly more conſiderable and extenſive 
than it has ever yet been at any for- 
mer Period of Time. 


With regard to Ireland, they would 
find ſuch a conſtant nnd for Wool 
and I orfied from moſt of the Ports on 
the Southern Coaſt, as would greatly 
leſlen and abate 4 Inclination for 
Smuggling, and be one probable Means 
to extinguiſh and annihilate the little 
Sunggling that even yet remains. 


I could ſay a hundred Things more, 
to ſhew the vaſt Advantages that would 
ariſe to both Kingdoms by opening all 
the Ports in England at once, and lay- 
ing the Trade quite free, But I begin 
to be tired, and muſt leave the reſt to 
the Reader s own Suggeſtions. 

However, 


the utmo 


1 
93. 
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r 1 hope 1 ſhall by Le ln 
to have made good my firſt Adlertion, 
(to wit) That the Shutting up the Ports 
of the Southern Coaſt is contrary to all 
the Rules of National Prudence or Poli- 
cy; and alſo that the Reaſons hitherto 
offered for it are falſe and deluſive ; 


being all founded in Error and Miſtake. 


I might here offer many Arguments 
to ſhew the Neceſſity, yea the abſolute 
Neceſſity, our Legiſlature are at preſent 


very Part and Branch of our TRADE 
ſt Protection and Encourage- 
ment, ariſing from this Conſideration 
alone, That all the Powers in Europe 
now ſeem to be awake, and are en- 
deavouring by all poſſeble Means to 


render the Trade and Commerce of 


beir reſpective Kingdoms more con- 
fidetable and exten ſve; well knowing, 
that TRADE, and TRADE ONLY, 


is 


under in a peculiar Manner to give e- 
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; Gekree of Powerz Dominion, and f 
ealth. But this i is too copious © | 
Sobheck for me to enter upon at pre- 
A a 24 
2 * Lhe, Mr? Mayor y and 
4 and yon Nentlemen of the CHAMBER, || 
I will detain you no longer than on 
to beg you'll be ſo kind as to excuſe 
the Length and Freedom of this E- 
hs and believe me to by; = 
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GENTLEMEN, bans 
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Tour moſt bumble Servant” : 
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